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OUR WORK 



IMUMI providing legal 
orientation to migrants part 
of the Central American 
migration exodus (migrant 
caravan) passing through 
Mexico City in December 2018. 


As we begin 2020, we wanted to reach out to provide an update and to thank you for your 
encouragement and support. 

With the arrival of the migrant caravans a year ago followed by a series of measures implemented 
by the U.S. and Mexico to drastically restrict access to protection at the Mexico-US border, our 
strategies to assist migrant women seemed to change on a weekly basis. While we worked to 
inform women of their right to request asylum or other protection in both Mexico and the U.S., 
we also initiated litigation against the inhumane and illegal measures that have left hundreds of 
thousands of migrants in legal limbo and danger in North and Central America. 
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OUR WORK 


In addition to direct legal services, we continued to work on long-term policy goals to ensure that 
transnational families have access to identity documents and education in Mexico regardless of their 
nationality or immigration status, and to increase protection for migrant children in Mexico, the majority 
of whom are detained and deported in violation of the law. 

Below we offer a glimpse of a few of our recent accomplishments: 

LEGAL ASSISTANCE: A HONDURAN FAMILY IS REUNITED 

Marta, Josue and their three daughters fled from violence 
in Honduras as part of the caravan that entered Mexico in 
October, 2018. While they planned to reach the U.S. to 
seek safety for their children, their plans were turned upside 
down after they were separated in Mexico. Marta and the 
two youngest daughters didn't make it out of the southern 
state of Chiapas due to the danger of the route north and 
because one of the girls became very ill. IMUMI helped 
Josue apply for asylum and obtained humanitarian status 
for Marta and their daughters so they could travel by bus to 
Mexico City without being detained by immigration agents. 
They continued with their asylum application together in 
Mexico City. 

Marta and Josue's case was just one of more than 300 cases that IMUMI represented in 2019 -a year in 
which we were constantly shocked by the levels of violence against women migrants. If you are interested 
in learning more about our casework, please reach out to Helen Kerwin, derechoeua@imumi.org . 

INCREASING OUTREACH: THE LEGAL 
ADVOCATES VOLUNTEER PROGRAM 

We learned from the migrant caravan experience 
in Mexico City that IMUMI's ability to provide legal 
orientation on both Mexican and US immigration law 
was crucial to migrants who had to make the difficult 
decision of whether to continue north to request asylum 
in the US or whether to change course and request asylum 
in Mexico. 

Maria Blanco, Director of UC Immigrant Legal Services, gives a presentation on post 
deportation remedies at Otros Dreams en Accion inMexico City, October 2019. 
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In June, IMUMI started building a US legal advocate volunteer program that allows us to connect US 
immigration attorneys with asylum seekers in shelters as well as the deported community across Mexico 
City and surrounding states. IMUMI tailors volunteer opportunities to both the availability and expertise 
of US legal advocates whose services have ranged from screenings for asylum/withholding and Special 
Immigrant Juvenile Status for migrant children, to meeting with the deported community to discuss 
immigration bars, potential waivers, humanitarian visas, and transnational child custody issues. 

If you or someone you know would like to be part of the Legal Advocates Volunteer Program in 2020, 
please share this link: http://voluntarios.imumi.org/wp/ or contact volunteers@imumi.org. 

ADVOCACY: DEPORTED MOMS AND MIGRANT RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS 
PUSH FOR IMPROVED ACCESS TO DUAL NATIONALITY FOR THEIR US 
CITIZEN KIDS 


Berenice Rosas, a mother of two US citizen children, exemplifies the challenges that transnational 
families face in Mexico. Her children were unable to register in public schools or access the public 
health system for 12 years after she was deported back to Mexico. As a result of IMUMIs advocacy, 
she has been able to enroll her children in school and start the process of obtaining their dual 
nationality. As part of IMUMI s efforts toward legislative change to improve access to identity, 
Berenice and IMUMI s public policy team visited the Mexican Senate where Berenice discussed 
the barriers that deported families face upon returning to Mexico. Berenice is a member of a 
migrant women's advocacy group facilitated by IMUMI. 



From left to right: Gretchen Kuhner, IMUMI Director, Berenice Rosas, 
mother of two US-citizen children, Ana Laura Lopez, Deportados 
Unidos en la Lucha (DUL), Vanessa Rubio, Senator, Andrea Gonzalez 
and Berenice Valdez Rivera, IMUMI Public Policy team. 


Advocating for improved access to dual nationality documents with the 
Mexican Ministry of the Interior, Department of Migration Policy. From 
left to right: Ana Laura Lopez,Deportados Unidos en la Lucha (DUL), 
Berenice Rosas, mother of two US citizen children, and Itzel Lopez, 
Centro de Atencion a Familias Migrantes (CAFAMI). 
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DEFENDING MIGRANTS FROM RACIAL DISCRIMINATION AND 
ARBITRARY DETENTION: A PUBLIC APOLOGY IN TSELTAL 

. dl LK OERECM0& HUM*hXft 



From left to right: Francisco Garduno, National 
Migration Institute Commissioner Gretchen Kuhner, 
IMUMI Director and Jeronima Toledo, Municipal 
President of San Cristobol de las Casas, Chiapas. 


Indigenous Mexicans tortured in migrant crackdown 

win public apology , by The Guardian. 


The National Migration Institute (INM) regularly sets up checkpoints along highways throughout 
Mexico where migration agents stop buses, interrogate and detain people - selecting those 
“who look like migrants” based on their race or ethnicity. IMUMI began researching the issue of 
discriminatory enforcement measures in 2013 and found that the majority of undocumented 
women migrants who travel through Mexico use buses, making them particularly vulnerable 
to arbitrary detention at the internal checkpoints. In 2015, IMUMI initiated legal representation 
of four Mexican Tseltal indigenous youth who were arbitrarily detained by INM agents in spite 
of providing copies of their Mexican birth certificates. They were detained for eight days in an 
immigration detention center where they were victims of psychological 


that he was Guatemalan. After four years of litigation, in 
November 2019, the INM Commissioner made a public 
apology to the four victims in their home state of 
Chiapas. IMUMI and the UNAM Human Rights Clinic 
also obtained monetary reparation for the victims. The 
issue of whether the internal checkpoint immigration 
enforcement measures are constitutional under Mexican 


abuse. One of the adolescents was subjected to electrical si 
as a coercive method to make him sign papers falsely statir 


law is pending before Mexico's Supreme Court. 



Photo by The Guardian 
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IMUMI staff and volunteers protest the 
Mexican government's participation in the 
Remain in Mexico program through which 
people seeking asylum in the US are 
returned to wait in Mexico for their legal 
proceedings without information, legal 
representation or social services. More 
than 400 migrants waiting in limbo have 
been kidnapped after being returned to 
Mexico as of October, 2019. 
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THE YEAR AHEAD 
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In 2020 IMUMI will continue to build on these strategies and projects through direct legal 
representation to Mexican and Central American women with humanitarian visas, transnational 
custody, access to education and identity documentation. We will continue building regional 
alliances focused on migrant children, such as IMUMI s partnership with SOS Children's Villages. 
Our staff will continue to offer webinars, on-site trainings, and group consultations to migrants, 
attorneys, organizations, federal defenders, government officials and legislators on the measures 
being implemented by the US administration to externalize the border and push people back to 
danger. 

IMUMI faced 2019 with tireless advocacy on behalf of our community, and we look forward to 
strengthening strategies and partnerships for the year ahead. We hope we can continue counting 
on your support. 
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